[The activities of proteolytic enzymes in dental plaque of patients in different age-sex groups].
This study was intended to explore the relationship between the proteolytic enzymes in dental plaque and the patient's age and sex. Fluorometry and spectrometry were used to separately determine the activities of leucine amino peptidase, dipeptidyl peptidase IV and trypsin-like proteinase in children(10 boys and 10 girls), adults(n = 20) and elderly people(n = 10). The results showed that sex almost had no influence on the activities of the three enzymes in dental plaque in the children(P > 0.05), and with the increase of age, the activities of the three enzymes apparently increased (P < 0.01). These findings imply that the proteolytic enzymes may only play important roles in root lesions.